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was only a year younger than Macready himself.   He had for nearly twenty years been struggling into notice as a provincial and East-End actor, but had only recently made his mark in the West End.    An amiable and intelligent man, he had no originality of talent, and his small stature stood in the way of his advancement.   James Warde was a still older stager.   Born in 1790, he had been a leading-actor in Bath and Dublin for a dozen years before his first appearance at Covent Garden in  1825.     He was a useful and   " responsible"  performer of the second rank.    Ten years younger than Warde, George Bennett was an actor of similar merit, though not yet of equal reputation.    He had played the leading tragic characters in his day, not without applause; but his place was undoubtedly in the second rank.     Pritchard, though an actor of some ambition, scarcely rose above the third rank, to which such useful but undistinguished performers as Waldron and Diddear certainly belonged.     On the level of general utility stood T. J. Serle, playwright and actor, one of Macready's most assiduous henchmen; and a youth of twenty-five, named Henry Howe, was already showing in small parts that   sterling  ability which  has earned him the respect of two generations of playgoers. Among the ladies, Miss Huddart and Miss Helen Faucit shared the leading place.    Miss Huddart, born in 1804, had been discovered and brought to the front by Mac-ready, and was now the best living actress of what may be called Siddonian  characters.     Miss   Faucit,  whose mother and elder sister had preceded her on the boards, was a girl of eighteen, and had made her first appearance so recently as January, 1836.   She was already recognized as the most promising young actress of her time; but her first signal triumph was yet (and very soon) to come. On the comic side the company was well provided